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For the greater information of those, who 
did not take the first volume, and to re- 
fresh the minds of those who did ; Twill 
cpitomize the system of divine truth, 
which we handied at large. 

EPITOME. 
( Infinite and unchangeable in 

GOD ! Love, Wisdom and Power. 

aes Justice, Goodness, Mercy, &c. 

are so many expressions of Love. 
Inferences from the above character. 
1. The love of God had no beginning, it 
has no bound and can never alter. 
9. Infinite wisdom always has and ever 
will know what is lovely and best. 
3. Infinite and unchangeable Power can 
and will execute what is best. 
This is atranscript of the moral 
| character of its Author : therefore 

LAW. it can never require any doom of 

| the creature, which is inconsistent 

/ with infinite, unchangeable love. 
Remarks on the Law. 

Ifthe Law be atranscript of the infinite, 
unchangeable love of God (which consti- 
tutes his moral character :) how could the 
law condemn to endless misery and yet the 
love of its Author remain infinite and unal- 
tered ? But if any person should question 
the infinite and unchangeable love of God 
to all men ; I would ask whether the law 
does not require all men to love God and 
their neighbor? It certainly does. Now if 
the law does require this (as all must allow) 
then it will follow, that the Author of this 
law as universally loves his creatures, as the 
requirement of that law makes it the duty 
ef creatures to love God. In_ brief, God, 
by his law, requires all men to love him su- 
premely. Why ? because he is infinitely 
lovely, and proves this by his love to all 
his creatures. Hence, we love him because 
he first loved us 3 and the eternal love of 
God to men is the only reason, why man is 
required to love him. If God were our en- 
emy, there would be no reason in our lov- 
ing him, and love could never be required 
of us by thelaw. The law requires us, in 
loving God, to love a friend not an enemy. 
Hence the law itself argues the gospel, for 


changeable friend ofall mankind, by requir- 
ing all mankind to jove him. 

Notinfinite ; if it were the pow- 

er of God could not destroy it, being 


SIN. } only itsequal. It ig finite, therefore 





| 
’ 
} infinite wisdom does and will cee it 
best that infinite power should de- 
} stroy it. 


{ Atonement suppos- 


that there is an unre- 
conciled disposition 
in one of the par- 
ties towards the oth- 
es; the parties are 
God the creator and 
, man his creature.— 
AT-ONE-MENT. ¢ God loves his creature 
man; but man is un- 
reconciled to his ma- 
ker God. The alien- 
ation is not mutual be- 
tween these parties— 





only. What then is 
Atonement? Answer, 
itis the reconciliation 
of man the creature, 
! to God the Creator. 


REMARKS. 
Nothing ean be further from truth, than 
the idea that God becomes an enemy to 
man because man is a sinner. People have 
very generally been taught this doctrine, 
and hence have preached that God needed 
a sacrifice even the sacrifice of his Son, to 
appease his anger, and quench his flaming 
wrath. ‘Thus Christ died, they say, to re- 
concile God to man, to fall the broken 
law in our behalf, to satisfy justice, and to 
free man from endless misery ; this they 
call atonement. But Christ never under- 
took to appease the anger of God toward 
sinners; for God loved sinners so as to give 
his Son. Christ obeyed for himself, was 
obedient unto death even the death of the 





required of him; he procured no fava of 
God fer man, nor did he obey or suffer in 
man’s stead. Merit and demerit cannot be 





it proves that God is the everlasting, un- 


transfered. But why did Christ die? We 


es two parties, and - 


but exists with man . 


cross, and in ali did no more than the law 5 
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may with the same propriety ask, why did 
Paul die or any of the ancient martyrs.— 
They were hated by wicked men, and re- 
fusing to deny the truth, and persevering 
in defending the truth, they were sacrificed 
to glut the anger of men, not the anger or 
wrath of God. The high-priest asked Je: 
sus, if he were the Son of God; he, an- 
swering in the affirmative, was counted 
worthy of death : the sentence of death was 
procured, and execution followed. Now 
this death of Christ was no more in our 
room and _ stead, than Paul’s ; he did not 
bear the punishment due to us for sin : but 
as man he abode by the truth, and_ this 
faithfulness of his cost him his life. He di- 
ed, then, in conformation of the truth of 
what he had preached, of God’s_ unchange- 
able love to the world, and of his commis- 
sion to declare this truth and to reclaim all 
creatures eventually. His suffering and 
death were designed and overruled in pro- 
vidence, likewise as an example for our im- 
itation. What courage and consolation has 
his death inspired millions, who have sufi: 
ered for the truth. Providence designed 
that, Christ shonld be the resurrection 
and the life. Resurrection. unto life is de- 
pendent upon suffering unto death. There- 
fore the death of Jesus gave an opportunity 
for his resurrection, which never could have 
taken place if he had never died. ‘Thus in 
the resarrection of Christ, the resurrection 
of all mankind is secured. ‘Thusthe death 
of Christ, though efiected by tie malice of 
men, Was overruled in providence as a con- 
firmation of the truth of his doctrine 3 as an 

xrample for our mitation, and as_ that, 
which was necessary for Cluist’s resurrec- 
tion, and in hum the resurrection ofall man- 
kind. These al! operaie as motives in men’s 
minds to embrace the truth and love it.— 
And the reconciliation of men to Cod is at- 


onement, and their reconeiliation is effeeted’ 


by Christin the execution of the gracious 
commission of God the Father given to him 
for that purpose. 

When ail mankind are reconciled the at- 
onement is completed and the mystery of 
God is finished. 

Jam delighted with the increase of light 
and particularly ia the manifestation of it 
in one from whorn we had not the least ex- 
pectation of correciness on this point; I 
mean professor Murdock, of Andover The- 
ological Seminary ; he rejects the doctrine 
of Christ’s vicarious satisfaction, or tirat he 
became our sponsor and sufiered in our 
stead. Ile afiirms “ that the bloody sacri- 


fice of the Mediator, was net what the law 





Se 


of God demanded, or could accept as a le. 
gal satisfaction for our sins—that it did not 
cover over or conceal the sins of the trans. 
gressor, nor cancel any claims of the law 
on him, and that if God pardons at all, it is 
mere crace.” 

Thus from the fountain from whence has 
issued the doctrine of Christ’s death as q 
satisfaction made to divine justice in the 
room or stead of sinners ; the rational and 
scriptural idea of his death is exhibited, not 
as a satisfaction rendered to justice, but 
leaving the good will of God to man ag 
much an act ofreal grace as tho’ Christ had 
never died. 

May knowledge yet increase till all shall 
know the Lord.—Eprror. 





To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Dear Sir—Will you have the gooduess 
to give your comment upon the first clause 
oi the 8th verse of the xvi. chap. of Luke. 
“ And the Lord commended the unjust 
Steward, because he had done wisely.” 

By aitending tothe above you will oblige 
your friend, CLERICUS. 

Aaswer to Clericus’ Request. 

This parable is not spoken to justify the 
steward in his injustice, for nothing can be 
more evident, than that the steward was un- 
just. when instead of accounting with his 


Lord for an hundred measures of oil, and 


an hundred measures of wheat 3 he account- 
ed only fifty of the former and eighty in 
the latter case : reserving to himself and 
for his own use filty measttres of oil and 
twenty of wheat, which were the property 
of his Lord equaliy with the fifty and four- 
score, which reaained. 

Hiow then con!d the Lord commend the 
unjust steward ? 

Ans. Parables do not agree, in every par- 
ticular, with the thing signified, and while 
the invention and forethouglit of the stew- 
ard in providing for his own support was 
commended 5 yet his retaining a part that 
was due to his Lord is reprebended, because 
he is called unjust ; in tlie sentence tren 
we have the commendation of the steward 
for his ingenuity in contriving for his future 
support, and we have the stigma of wnyust 
applied to him, because he took unjust 
means to accomplish his end. Tow could 
the unjust steward be represented as acting 
wisely ? Ans. In the same way and for the 
same reason that he was commended. If 
his fruitful invention to obtain a living was 
commended, it must be for this reason, that 
such a desire connected with ability, cor- 
stdercd in themselves, were to act wisely. 
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But all our desire for and ability to procure 
the good things of this life should be guided 
by upright motives and acts, otherwise the 
character of unjust will be fitly applied.— 
The conclusion of all is, that men of world- 
ly minds lay greater schemes to obtain a 
corruptible, then men of light and under- 
standing do to obtain an incorruptible crown. 


“ The children of this world are in thetr | 
gencration, wiser than the children of 


Jight.”—Epiror. 


To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Sir—Your explanation of the 9th verse 
of the iii, chapter of the lst Epist. John 
will oblige myself and [ trust many others. 

SIMON BURTON. 
ist John iii. 9. Whosoever is born of 
God, doth not commil sin ; for his seed re- 
maineth in him,and he cannot sin, because 
he is born of God. | 

The flesh and the spirit, the old man and 
the new, the wheat and the tares are found 
in every person. 

The spirit, or new man, or the wheat is 
that, which is bornof God. This is the im- 
mortal seed, which never can die 3 it is the 
pure spark of immortal purity, which can- 
not sin. ‘The body is earthly, sensual, dev- 
lish. In this body dwells no good thing.— 
It is at war with the spirit or inner man ; 
the spirit lusting against the flesh, and the 
flesh lusting against the spirit, so that the 
person composed of these two epposite na- 
tures cannot do as bis judgment dictates he 
ought to do. 

With only the common light of mankind 
the warfare within, is not greatly noticed. 
But when men are convinced of sin, of 
righteousness and judgment; when God 
appears lovely and all his paths to be mer- 
ey and truth(which is the true effect or con- 
sequence of being born again) the warfare 
between flesh and spirit becomes apparent ; 
man then sees himsclf, and with the apostle 
is convinced, that as with the flesh he serves 
the law of sin; so with the mind he serves 
the law of God. Rom. vii. 25. 

The difficulty aitending this passage has 
been, that no man as composed of flesh 
and spirit, was ever without sip, or that he 


could not sin 3 for no man in this sense ev- | 


er lived and singed nots nor was it ever 


impossible that he should sin: it is the | 
good seed sown by the spirit; itis the aew | 


man thatcannot sin. That spirit, that new 
wan, that wheat is free from taint; but so 
long as the body lives, sin will remain in 
some deyree: hence a person in this state 
with a mortal tenement as the tabernacle 


| of the immortal spirit, is not completely 
| fieed from sin, nor is his being born again 
ito be considered complete, till he is un- 
| loathed of this mortal body, and cloathed 
| upon with immortality ; then mortality will 
_ be swallowed up of life.—Eprror. 


Zo the Rev. D. Bancocx, of Buffalo. 


EXAMINATION OF THE EpiscopaL Cartr- 
CHISM, &c. 


(Continued from page 108. ) 

Extract, page 52. 

“@. What mean you by Holy-Days ? 

A. Days consecrated to the public wor- 
ship of God, in memory of some remarka- 
ble action or circumstance relating to our 
blessed Saviour, or of some eminent saint.” 

I must here be allowed to enquire by what 
authority you make use of the word * holy” 
in this manner ? You will find, Sir, by ex- 
ainining your bible, that one day is not to 
be esteemed above another. <A holy day 
isa day consecrated to the worship of God, 
in memory of some action or circumstance 
relating to our Saviour, grsome eminent 
saint. And pray, Sir, by whom is this *ho- 
ly” day consecrated ¢ Net by our Maker, 
certainly, and who else has the authority ” 
And what mean you by some eminent 
saints? Do you teach the worship of saints: 
What do you wish understood by consecra- 
ting a day to worship God, to the credit oi 
some saint ? As well might you admit the 
worship of Moloc, and call it piety! Suck 
pagan superstition was quite in fashion 
once, but, Sir, the present age will not syb- 
mit to such profanity. 

Again, page 53. 

“ Q. Jlow many sorts ef Icly-Days are 
there ? 

A. Two; Feastsand Fasts. 

Q. What is the design of Festivals ? 

A. To praise and thank God for some 
signal mercies received. 

QQ. What is the design of Fasts ? 

A. To afilict and punish ourselves for 
jour sins, and to fortify our hearts against 
| temptations.” 

So there are two sorts of “ holy days,” 
jare there? Have you as many sorts of 
holiness? Ifa day is holy, it must have 








‘something to make it so; and as these “ho- 
ly days” are certainly of human invention, 
‘they must derive their holiness from man. 
| Then you must have two kinds cf holiness, 
\in order to make the two kinds of “ koly 
idays’ ? Tam curious, Sir, to learn where- 
{in these two kinds of holiness differ. What 
are their distinguishing traits? We say of 
i 


g 
: 
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two pieces of the same kind of metal, that 
one is pure, the other base—meaning one 
is adulterated by the addition of some for- 
eign substance, while the other is without 
such alloy. So of this holiness with which 
you impregnate particular days, and so 
make them “ holy days.” Holiness, like a 
metal, cannot differ in itself, but may be 
alloyed, or mixed with sumething else : and 
as you have two kinds of “ holy days,” you 
must have two kinds of holiness, of which 
to make them—and if you have two kinds 
of holiness, one of the kinds must be adul- 
terated, and of less value than the other.— 
And finally, Sir, as like causes produce like 
efiects, it follows that, as your two kinds 
of holiness out of which you manufacture 
“holy days,” differ one from the other in 
quantity of holiness, so the “holy days,” 
when manufactured, must, in like manner 
difier—one being move holy than the oth- 
er. Now, it is highly important that the 
public be informed which of your two kinds 
of “holy days” is the most “holy.” I 
have no wish to exu!t over your weakness, 
but really such stupidity cannot but pro- 
voke a smile, and he must be a stoic indeed 
that could suppress it. 

You say that * festivals” are designed to 
praise and thank God for some “ signal” 
incrcies received. If so why are they fixed 
to ce:iaim days? You have regular “ festi- 
vats’ upon given days of the year, whether 
you experence any “ signal’ mercies or 
not. ‘Elis, then, is not the design of festi- 
vals, and you have given a wrong defini- 
tion of the word. What * festival’? does 
mean, in the catechisin, I know not, but I 
have clearly shown, by your own defini- 
tion that it does not mean what you say it 
does! I leave “the church” to settle the 
difficulty, and pass on to fasts. "These you 
say are designed to “ afflict aud punish our- 
selves for our sins.” How do you accom- 
piish this? Weall know that the mem- 
bers of “ the church” eat their regular meals 
on fast as on ciher days; nor is there, I 
believe, any system of flocging or other 
punishment attached to this part of your 

eligion, I think it much in your favor | 
that there is not; but it is doing a wrong! 
to the public understanding to use the name 
fast, and yet by your lives and practice de- 
prive it of its meaning. Yow have, in fact, 
no fast in the case, except in siame. 

Again, same page. 

“@Q Whatis Advent? 

<A. A time appointed by the Church as 
a preparation for the approaching feast of | 
the Nativity’of our blessed —aviour.” 


‘ 








What kind of preparation? You say a 
time appointed by the church, as a prepa- 
ration, &c. What have you to prepare— 
what do you preparer And then “ the 
church”’—a time appointed by ‘the church,’ 
What business bas * the church” to make 
such appointments, and impose four weeks 
* preparation’: But in what do you “pre- 
pare’? Do you lead more christian lives 
these four weeks than the rest of the year ? 
ifso you are much to blame for being so 
wicked the other eleven months of the 
twelve. 

Again, page 54. 

“* Q. What means the Circumcision of 
Christ ? 

A. A feast celebrated on the first day of 
January, in commemoration of Christ’s in- 
corporation into the Jewish Church, by the 
blocdy rite of circumcision.” 

This, to say the least of it, is a very sin- 
gular subject upon which to found a feast! 
Lam wholly unable to see what it has to 
do with feasting, in any sense; but what 
have we to do, feast or no feast, with that 
transaction? Do you presume to say that 
this * bloody rite,” as you call it, has any 
connection with a chiristian’s duty to God 
and his fellow many Is it necessary that 
your church (ladies and all, by the way !) 
should enquire into the particulars of this 
* bloody rite,” its character, &c. and then 
celebrate a feust in Commemoration of n,m 
order to do tlicir duty as cliristians 2? Sup- 
pose a member of * the church” should dis- 
regard this feast, what is to be the conse- 
quence > Must he go endlessly to hell?— 
Ifthe public call this superstition 1 think 
you will have no cause to be surprised ! 

Again, same page. 

*Q. What is Eytphany? 

A. A feast celebrated the twelfth day al- 
ter Christmas, or our Saviour’s nativity, 
wherein he was manifested to the Gentiles, 
by the appearance of a miraculous star, 
conducting the wise men to the place of his 
abode.” 

This, then, is your definition of Epipha- 
ny; and pray, Sir, what of it? People 
are never at a loss for a reason to feast, if 
they are inclined to it; but a man wha 
will draw such nonsense as this into his 
systein of religion is to be pitied or cen- 
sured, in proportion as he shall be thought 
a fool or a knave. 

Again, same page. 

“€). What means Sepiuagesima Sunday! 

A. The third Sunday before Lent; so 
called because it was about seventy days 
before. Raster.” . 
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If itis part of your intention to teach Lat- 
in by your catechism, it would be as well to 
revise the book so as to teach it correctly. 
Septuagesima is Latin,but it does not mean 
+ about” seventy, or “ about” the seventi- 
cth—there is no “about” in the case.— 
What, then, do you mean by using it here? 
Is it part of your system to teach error for 
truth? Better rendering of Latin than this 
js taught in cur schools, without catechisms. 

Again, same page. 

Q. What means Sexagesima ? 

A. The second Sunday before Lent; so 
called as being the sixtieth day before Eas- 
ter.” 

And what if it is the sixtieth day before 
Easter? the day before it was the sixty- 
first day before Easter, and the day after it 
is the filty-ninth day before Easter,—but 
what has all this to do with our christian 
duties ? 

Again, same page. 

* Q. What is Quinguagesimna ? 

A. The next Sunday before Lent; so 
called ‘roi its being about the fiftieth day 
betore Easter.” 

ilere you come with a false definition of 
Latin again! * About” the fiftieth day— 
but let it pass: you teach Litin and religion 
* about” equally well ! 

Once more, same page. 

“(. What means 434-Wednesday ? 

A. The first day of Lent; so called 
from a custom of the ancieat Church of 
fasting in sackcloth, with ashes upon 
their heads, in token of humiliation.” 

And do you, Sir, fast in sackeloth, with 
ashes upon your head, on Ash-Wednesday? 
If you do not, what have you to do with 
the day in the catechism ? Was the prac- 
tice of putting ashes upon the head a duty, 
oi Was it of superstitious origin? If it was 
a duty, why is it not one now? And if it 
was an ofispring of superstition, or priest- 
eralt, why have you any agency in perpet- 
ating its memory? ‘To be consistent, Sir, 
you and your chiftch should either spend 
all that day with ashes upon your heads, or 
expunge the scrap | have quoted from your 
catechism. 

A UNIVERSALIST. 
( To be continued. ) 


For the Gospel Advocate. 
The Calvinisuc dupe who wrote to Mr. 
Squire, at Utica, that the Universalists cau- 
sed the removal of the Seneca Mission, has 
heen effectually silenced by the statements 


we have given upon the subject. The last 
* Western Recorder,” the paper in which 





the falsehood first appeared. has some dole- 
ful whining about “white paganism” at 
Buffalo, but not a word of Universalists.—~ 
We wish the employers of that editor would 
pay his expenses to Buffalo, that he might 
see how great a fool he has been made a- 
bout “white paganism.” But there is 
one thing he and his friends mav learn 
without travelling, namely, that lying will 
never make a christian, though by avoiding 
it a man may escape the shame and dis- 
grace these now suffer. If the doctrine of 
Calvin leads to this crime, the sooner its 
votaries learn and practise Universalism 
the better. Z. 
o—_—EpeD 
For the Gospel Advocate, 
ON FUTURE MISERY. 

The man called Adam, was not consti- 
tuted a sinner by coming into a habitation, 
formed of the dust of the earth; but by a 
violation of those laws that were given him 
as a guide and guard of his happiness, he 
became a sinner: and it is the same -with 
every one that have since come into a like 
habitation. If merely coming into a house 
of clay, was a defilement of the spirit, our 
Saviour must have been defiled. Our be- 
ing clothed upon by a veil composed of the 
clements, does not contaminate the spirit ; 
neither can the unclothing exonerate the 
sinner, or prevent bim from receiving the 
wages for which he has worked. Even 
those who have been siricken with godly 
sorrow for sin, whose repentence flowed 
from deep contrition of heart, would not 
escape punishment. Witness the long and 
sore afilictions of David; and also Paul, 
who could not be forgiven, but had to travel 
through great tribulations, and be taught 
by a series of miseries how great things he 
must suffer for the sake of that name that he 
had blasphemed. God’s ways are equal ; 
and if this be the manner of his dealings 
with his creatures that repent in this life 
and reform, of how much sorer punish- 
ment shall they be thought worthy who 
have spent their whole lives in sin and blas- 
phemy ? 

The parables generally point to regener- 
ation as a progressive work. Regenera- 
tion hath an allusion to generation, which 
is always progressive in its operation. The 
mustard-seed—the leven in three measures 
of meal—the wheat cast into the earth, that 
sprang up; first the blade, then the ear, 
after that the full corn in the ear, have by 
no means an instantaneovs accomplish- 
ment. It would be no more strange for a 
man to sow cockle, or tares, and the next 
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two pieces of the same kind of metal, that 
one is pure, the other base-—meaning one 
is adulterated by the addition of some for- 
eign substance, while the other is without 
such alloy. So of this holiness with which 
you impregnate particular days, and so 
make them “ holy days.” Holiness, like a 


metal, cannot difler in itself, but may be , 
alloyed, or mixed with something else : and | pare’’? 





What kind of preparation? You say a 
time appointed by the church, as a_prepa- 
ration, &c. What have you to prepare— 
what do you preparer And then “ the 
church’’—a time appointed by ‘the church,’ 
What business has * the church” to make 
such appointments, and impose four weeks 
* preparation’; But in what do you “pre. 
Do you lead more christian lives 


as you have two kinds of “ holy days,” you! these four weeks than the rest of the year ? 


must have two kinds of holiness, of which 
to make them—and if you have two kinds 
of holiness, one of the kinds must be adul- 
terated, and of less value than the other.— 
And finally, Sir, as like causes produce like 
efiects, it follows that, as your two kinds 
of holiness out of which you manufacture 
“holy days,” differ one from the other in 
quantity of holiness, so the “holy days,” 
when manufactured, must, in like manner 
differ—one being move holy than the oth- 
er. Now, it is highly important that the 
public be informed which of your two kinds 
of “holy days” is the most “holy.” I 
have no wish to exult over your weakness, 
but really such stupidity cennot but pro- 
voke a smile, and he must be a stoic indeed 
that could suppress it. 

You say that ** festivals” are designed to 
praise and thank God for some “ signal” 
incrcies received. If so why are they fixed 
to ceria days? You have regular “ festi- 
vats’ upon given days of the vear, whether 
you experence any “ signal’? mercies or 
not. ‘Elis, then, is not the design of festi- 
vals, and you lave given a wrong defini- 
tion of the word. What * festival’? does 
mean, in the catechisin, | know not, but I 
have clearly shown, by your own defini- 
tion that it does not mean what you say it 
does! I leave “the church” to settle the 
difficulty, and pass on to fasts. "These you 
say are designed to “ afflict aud punish our- 
selves for our sins.” How do you accom- 
piish this? Weall know that the mem- 
bers of “ the church” eat their regular meals 


on fast as on ciher days; nor is there, I) 


believe, any system of florging or other 
punishment attached to this part of your 
religion, I think it much in your favor 
that there is not; but it is doing a wrong 
to the public understanding to use the name 
fast, and yet by your lives and practice de- 
prive it of its meaning. You have, in fact, 
no fast in the case, except in same, 

Again, same page. 

“Q Whatis Advent? 

A. A time appointed by the Church as 
a preparation for the approaching feast of 
the Nativitv'of our blessed .aviour.” 





‘ 
} 
{ 
‘ 





Ifso you are much to blame for being so 
wicked the other eleven months of the 
twelve. 

Again, page 54. 

“*Q. What means the Circumcision of 
Christ ? 

A. A feast celebrated on the first day of 
January, in commemoration of Chirist’s in- 
corporation into the Jewish Church, by the 
blocdy rite of circumcision.” 

This, to say the least of it, is a very sin- 
gular subject upon which to found a feast! 
Lam wholly unable to see what it has to 
do with feasting, in any sense; but what 
have we to do, feast or no feast, with that 
transaction? Do you presume to say that 
this * bloody rite,” as you call it, has any 

onnection with a christian’s duty to God 
and his fellow many Is it necessary that 
your church (ladies and al!, by the way !) 
should enquire into the particulars of this 
* bloody rite,” its character, &c. and then 
celebrate a feast in Commemoration of K, in 
order to do their duty as cliristians 2 Sup- 
pose a member of * the church” should dis- 
regard this feast, what is to be the conse- 
quence 7 Must he go endlessly to hell?— 
Ifthe public call this superstition I think 
you will have no cause to be surprised ! 

Again, same page. 

*Q. What is Epiphany? 

A. A feast celebrated the twelfth day al- 
ter Christmas, or our Saviour’s nativity, 
wherein he was manifested to the Gentiles, 
by the appearance of a miraculous sitar, 
conducting the wise men to the place of his 
abode.” 

This, then, is your definition of Epipha- 
ny; and pray, Sir, what of it? People 
are never at a loss for a reason to feast, if 
they are inclined to it; but a man who 
will draw such nonsense as this into his 
systein of religion is to be pitied or cen- 
sured, in proportion as he shali be thought 
a fool or a knave. 

Again, same page. 

“(), What means Sepiuagesima Sunday! 

A. The third Sunday before Lent; so 
called because it was about seventy days 
before Kaster.” 
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If itis part of your intention to teach Lat- 
in by your catechism, it would be as well to 
revise the book so as to teach it correctly. 
Septuagesima is Latin,but it does not mean 
+ about” seventy, or “ about” the seventi- 
eth—there is no “about” in the case.-— 
What, then, do you mean by using it heres 
Is it part of your system to teach error for 
truth? Better rendering of Latin than this 
js taught in cur schools, without catechisms. 

Again, same page. 

?Q. What means Seragesima ? 

A. The second Sunday before Lent; so 
called as being the sixtieth day before Eas- 
ter.” 

And what if it is the sixtieth day before 
Easter? the day before it was the sixty- 
first day before Easter, and the day after it 
is the fifty-ninth day before Easter,—but 
what has all this to do with our christian 
duties ? 

Again, same page. 

“ Q. What is Quinguagesina ? 

A. The next Sunday betore Lent; so 
called ‘vom its being about the fiftieth day 
betore Easter.” 

ilere you come with a false definition of 
Latin again! “ About” the fiftieth day— 
but let it pass: you teach Latin and religion 
* about” equally well ! 

Once more, same page. 

“(Q. What means 434-IWednesday ? 

A. The first day of Lents; so called 
froin a custom of the ancieat Church of 
fasting in sackcloth, with ashes upon 
their heads, in token of humiliation.” 

And do you, Sir, fast in sackeloth, with 
ashes upon your head, on Ash-Wednesday? 
If you do not, what have you to do with 
the day in the catechism ? Was the prac- 
tice of putting ashes upon the head a duty, 
oi Was it of superstitious origin? If it was 
a duty, why is it not one now? And if it 
Was an offspring of superstition, or priest- 
eralt, why have you any agency in perpet- 
ating its memory ? ‘To be consistent, Sir, 
you and your chiftch should either spend 
all that day with ashes upon your heads, or 
expunge the scrap | have quoted from your 
catechism. 

A UNIVERSALIST. 
( To be continued. ) 





For the Gospel Advocate. 
The Calvinisue dupe who wrote to Mr. 
Squire, at Utica, that the Universalists cau- 
sed the removal of the Seneca Mission, has 
heen effectually silenced by the statements 
we have given upon the subject. The last 
* Western Recorder,” the paper in which 





the falsehood first appeared. has some dole- 
ful whining about “white paganism” at 
Buffalo, but not a word of Universalists.— 
We wish the employers of that editor would 
pay his expenses to Buffalo, that he might 
see how great a fool he has been made a- 
bout “white paganism.” But there is 
one thing he and his friends mav learn 
without travelling, namely, that lying will 
never make a christian, though by avoiding 
it a man may escape the shame and dis- 
grace these now suffer. If the doctrine of 
Calvin leads to this crime, the sooner its 
votaries learn and practise Universalism 
the better. | Zz. 
—~ 
For the Gospel Advocate, 
ON FUTURE MISERY. 

The man called Adam, was not consti- 
tuted a sinner by coming into a hatitation, 
formed of the dust of the earth; but by a 
violation of those laws that were given him 
as a guide and guard of his happiness, he 
became a sinner: and it is the same -with 
every one that have since come into a like 
habitation. If merely coming into a house 
of clay, was a defilement of the spirit, our 
Saviour must have been defiled. Our be- 
ing clothed upon by a veil composed of the 
clements, does not contaminate the spirit ; 
neither can the unclothing exonerate the 
sinner, or prevent bim from receiving the 
wages for which he has worked. Even 
those who have been siricken with godly 
sorrow for sin, whose repentence flowed 
from deep contrition of heart, would not 
escape punishment. Witness the long and 
sore afilictions of David; and also Paul, 
who could not be forgiven, but had to travel 
through great tribulations, and be taught 
by a series of miseries how great things he 
must suffer for the sake of that name that he 
had blasphemed. God’s ways are equal ; 
and if this be the manner of his dealings 
with his creatures that repent in this life 
and reform, of how much sorer punish- 
ment shall they be thought worthy who 
have spent their whole lives in sin and blas- 
phemy ? 

The parables generally point to regener- 
ation as a progressive work. Regenera- 
tion hath an allusion to generation, which 
is always progressive in its operation. The 
mustard-seed—the leven in three measures 
of meal—the wheat cast into the earth, that 
sprang up; first the blade, then the ear, 
after that the full corn in the ear, have by 
no means an instantaneous accomplish- 
ment. It would be no more strange for a 
man tosow cockle, or tares, and the next 
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day of the same sowing to reap a crop of 
wheat, than it would be for a man to sow to 
the flesh—or in other words, to serve the 
Devil all his life time, and at the end of it 
immediately to reach life everlasting. The 
lusts of the earthly man in many instances, 
are, no doubt, an excitement to sin; but all 
this is abortive until the soul grants per- 
mission ; therefore, the soul is responsible, 
and for a default, the sacrifice of the body 
cannot be accepted. The sou? that sins 
must die. More than a thousand years af- 
ter the destruction of the inhabitants of Sod- 
om and Gome:rah, Ezekiel speaks of their 
Gaptivity as then present; but points to a 
time when they shall be restored to their 
former estate ; and this was to be simulta- 
weous with the restoration of Samaria and 
Jerusalem; but I think it will not be said, 
that Jerusalem and Samaria are restored— 
therefore, the inhabitants of Sodom and Go- 
morrah,collectively speaking, are yet under 
eaptivity, although many individuals may 
have been made free, by embracing the 
Gospel of Christ ; for it “ was preached to 
every creature under heaven.” The day 
of judgment having commenced in the time 
of the apostles, it must row, according to 
Christ’s declaration, be more tolerable for 
Sodom and Gomorrah, than for Capernaum, 
Chorazin or Bethsaida. Notwithstanding 
Jude, the apostic, speaks of them as yet set 
forth as an example, suffering the ven- 
geance of Aiontan fire—therefore, they had 
misery after this mortal existence was end- 
ed. ‘The afflictions which God lays upon 
his creatures are all of one uniform design : 
which is to take away sin, that we may be 
partakers of his holiness. If this is not 
brought about while in this mode of exis- 
tence, the same disiplinary correctives must 
be administered in the next, until every 
knee shall bow, end every tongue shall 
swear, in the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength. 

What was spoken by the voice that cried 
in the wilderness, was again repeated by 
him that shall baptize you with fire, and 
t.e Holy Ghost, viz. Now also the axe is 
Jaid to the root of the trees; every tree, 
ilerefore, that bringeth not forth good fruit, 
is hewn down and cast into the fire. Now 
tet this fire into which they are cast, mean 
what it will; supposing it to have an allu- 


ro on Ns 

Matthew xxv. 46, these shall go away 
into aionian punishment; but the righteous 
into aionian lite. 1 think that no one yi! 
contend that the life inte which the righi. 
eous went, ended with this mortal existence: 
admitting them to have been in the body 
when they were separated from those ou 
the left hand. And what reason can be 
possibly assigned, why the aontan punish 
ment did not end with the natural lives o; 
those thus sentenced? Neither the punish. 
ment of those spoken of in Mat. xxv. 46, 
nor the present manner of the life of ‘he 
righteous are eteiusn!. For a very impor- 
tant change shall tai: place with the right. 
eous when they shaii arise to that life o 
immortality and to their house which is e- 
ternal_in the Heavens. Where no may 
hath yet entered, or can enter ; that ‘Temple 
of God, until the seven plagues of the sey- 
en angelsare fulfilled. Acts ii. 24. Whom 
God raised up, having loosed the pains of 
death, because it was not possible that le 
should be holden of it. Now if the Hell 
spoken of in this chapter means the grave, 
(as some contend, jand the pains from which 
Christ was loosed were there experienced, 
the assertion amounts to something more 
than a contradiction of the record—for it 
proves at once, that Jesus of Nazareth was 
not dead! Then let it be speedily told in 
Gath, and published in the streets of Aske- 
lon ; that the sons and daughiers of the un- 
circumcised give thems¢lves no further trou- 
ble about the religion of him that was call, 
ed Christ 5 for it confirms that for which 
Infidels have long contended—that it isa 
gross imposityv n, a delusive fable!! But 
Christ was put to death in the flesh, but 
quickened by the spirit ; by which also he 
went and preached to the spirits in prison- 
to his brethren in distress, he made a short 
visit, but bis soul was not left in hell; and 
David seeing this before spake of the res- 
urrection of Christ, that his soul was not 
left in hell, neither did his flesh see cor- 
ruption 3 the pains trom which Chaist was 
loosed, inust have been those of which he 
partook after his crucifixion. 

It became him for whom ave all things, 
and by whom are all things, to be made 
perfect through sufferings; to taste of 
the same death with the transgressor, that 
h+ might not only be a merciful ang faith- 





sion to the love of God 3 it is not in opposi- 


ful high-priest, but through that death de- 


tion tothe doctrine of future misery : for | stroy him that hed the power of it—that is, 


taere is nothing more evident than that all 
are not in this life cast into the alembic, 
or refining fire. Whereupon that agoniz- 


‘ing process must be experjenced inthe next.! ehristians 5 neither was their deliverance ia 


‘the Devil ; and deliver them who through 
fear of that same death, were all their lite 
‘time subject to bondage. ‘These were not 
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this fife ; for they were all their life time 
subject to bondage; consequently, their 
deliverence took place in another*state of 
existence, by which is proved that there is 
after death, a captivity, bondage or pains of 
death, and also a deliverence theretrom.— 
In Ist Corinthians iii. 13, the apostle ap- 
pears to be speaking more particularly of a 
time yet future, whtich shall try every man’s 
work, of what sort it is. ‘The same fire is 
undoubtedly alluded to by ovr Saviour in 
Mark ix. 49. For every one shall be salted 
with fire. And that this fire is unquencha- 
ble, may be seen by reading the verse im- 
mediately preceding. ‘Things that are pure, 
the fire injures not. But those that have 
surrounded themselves with wood, hay and 
stubble, or works of impurity, must not on- 
ly sufier loss, but pain in their consuming. 
All men’s sins do no go before hand to 
judgment, but some follow after; and it is 
equally as certain that all in their lifetime 
are not salted with unquenchable fire.— 
Therefore the troubles of the wicked and 
their strange punishments are not confined 
to this mortal state of existence. ‘The God 
of consuming fire fills immensity. If asin- 
ner makes his bed in hell, He is there 3 this 
David knew, for he had tried it. But the 
worm dieth not; and the fire being un- 
cuenchable, there is hope that when the 
wood, hay and siubble are consumed—the 
dross and tin taken away; that there will 
come forth a vessel fit for the Master’s use. 

ravid’s soul would not have been cast into 
hell, if his soul had not have sinned. The 
body is no more thana machine, acted wp- 
on by the soul and spirit, which receive the 
niore lasting defilemeuts by the foul stains 
of sin. ‘The bedy deth not die for the sin 
of the soul; that is, this is pot the affixed 
penalty of the law, but the denunciation of 
death (or misery) is against the soul that 
sins 3 wherefore it is the soul that sins, and 
not the bedy. And thatit is the spirit and 
seul that is in trouble for sin, may be clear- 
ly understood by reading Lsaiah lvii. 16. | 
For E will net contend forever, neither will | 
{ be always wroth, for the spii# should fail 
before me, and the souls which I havei 
nade. And inthe 17th verse the reason is 
given for their being smitten, viz: that it! 
was for the iniquity of covetousness and | 
going on frowardly, &c.. Phe prophet Mal- 
achi, exhorts to take heed to your spirit 





that sone deal treacherously, &c.  Paul,in 
writing to his Corinthian brethren, reminds 
them of the promises of God, saying, hav- 
ing these promises, dearly beloved, let 
tiesnse ourselves from all filthiness 
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flesh and spirit 3 perfecting holiness in the 
fear of God. In these I think Paul must 
have had an allusion to three points of doc- 
trine, viz: That there is a defilement of the 
spirit; and that we are not to wait for 
death to cleanse us; and that there is such 
a thing a€ perfecting of holiness. Paul 
thought it was necessary for the Ephesians 
to be renewed in the spirit of their minds: 
and to put on the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and true 
holiness. Paul prayed for the Thessaloni- 
ans that they might be sanctified in soul and 
be preserved blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. For we wrestle 
not against flesh and blood, but against 
spiritual wickedness in high places. Christ 
preached to the spirits because they were 
wicked, and had {or a long time been diso- 
bedient, and were then held in durance.— 
Ihave referred to but few of the many pas- 
sages of scripture that most unequivocally 
prove that there is a defilement of the soul 
and spirit by sin, and that its pernicous cep- 
sequences do not end with this mortal life. 
Sin is a defilement of the mental part, of 
which the body only partakes as a servant, 
under the control of his master who is ac- 
countable for the transgression of those 
laws that were given to the inward man, 
and not to the body. The gcing out of the 
house in which the sinners were committed 
or leaving the tabernacle behind, does not 
exonerate the sinner, but more immedi- 
ately prepares for the salting with unquench- 
able fire. 





THE SCRIPTURES. 





Extract from Tilliain Penn’s Address te 
Protcstanis—Part 2d, 1079. 

* But the next proof of the prevalency of 
human authority among us Protestants, is 
the great power and sway of the Clergy, 
and the Peeple’s reliance upon them for 
the knowledge of Religion and the way of 
Life and Salvation. This is such plain 
fact, that every parish, more or less proves 
it. Isnot Prophecy, once the Church's, 
now engrossed by them and whelly in their 
hands ? Who dare publicly preach or pray, 
that is net of that class or order? Have 
not they only the keys in keeping? May 
any body else pretend to the power of ab- 
solution or excommunication, much less te 
constitate ministers? Are not all the church 
rites and privileges in their custedy? Don’t 
they make it their preper inleritance >— 
Nay, so much larger is their empire than 
Cesar’s, that they only begin with births 
ardend with burialsk—men must pay thena 
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for coming in and going out of the world.— 
To: pay for dying is hard. Thus their 
profits run from the womb to the grave,and 
that which is the loss of others, is their gain, 
and a part of their revenues. Both lives 
and deaths bring grists to their mill, and 
toll to their exchequer, for they have an es- 
tate in us for our lives and an heriot at our 
deaths. 

“ Thus the Clergy are become a sort of 
mediators between Christ and us, that as 
we must goto God by Christ, so we must 
come to Christ by them. They must be it 
seems, like the High Priest under the Law, 
who only entered into the Holy of Holies ; 
whose lips preserved knowledge; and by 
them we must understand the Divine Ora- 
cle—as if the mysteries of ‘Salvation were 
not to be entrusted with the vulgar; or that 
it were a kind of profanation to expose 
them to their view, and the only way to 
make them cheap and contemptible to suf- 
fer every Christian to have the keeping of 
them ; though they belong to every Chiis- 
tian. But this language, thanks be to God, 
is that of human authority, that would mag- 
nify the mysteries of salvation by the ignor- 
ance of those that should know them, as if 
the gospel dispensation were not that of full 
age, but infancy or minority. 

“Tis prodigious to think what venera- 
tion the priesthood have raised to them- 
selves, by their usurped commission of a- 
postleship, their pretended successions, and 
their clink clank of extraordinary ordina- 
tion. A priest, a God on earth, a man 
that has the keys of heaven and hell; do 
as he savs or be damacd! What power 
like to this? The ignorance of the people 
of their title and pretences, hath prepared 
them to deliver up themselves into their 
hands, like a crafiy usurer, that hedges in 
the estate on which he has a mortgage 3 and 
thus they make themselves over in fee to 
the clergy, and become their proper patri- 
mony, instead of being their care, and they 
the true ministers or servants of the peo- 
ple.” 

Inejieacy of Formal Prayer.—In one of 
the assemblies in America, during her war 
with Great Britain, wherein there was a nia- 
jority of Presbyterians, alaw was proposed 
to forbid the praying fer the King by the 
Episcopalians, who however, could not 
conveniently omit that prayer, it being pre- 
seribed tn their Liturev. Dr. ra iklin, one 
of the members, seeing that such a law 
would occasion more disturbance than it 
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a 
cessary, for, added he, “ those people have, 
‘tomy certain knowledge, been praying 
constantly these twenty years past, that 
God would give the King and his council 
wisdom, and we all know that not the les: 
notice has ever been taken of that prayer . 
so thatitis plain they have no interest in 
the court of heaven.” The house smiled, 
!and the motion was dropt.—F’ranklin’s Me- 
mors, val. 2, p. 699. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 
The following lines were composed by a 
young Lady, (seventeen years of age,) ina 
private walk, one pleasant morning, at the 
rising of the sun. 


Hail glorious messenger of day! 

Hail beauteous orb of light divine ! 
Once more I greet thy rising ray, 
Which cheers and flourishes the vine: 


Aurora, now, her color spreads, 
Through realms of ether, far on high, 
A magic light this earth pervades, 
Which soon expands o’er all the sky. 


From mountains high, and vallies deep, 
Dark night withdraws her sable veil ; 
Whilst feathered songsters’ music sweet, 
Swells gently on the passing gale. 


So has my morn of life begun, 

With scarce a cloud one hour to grieve ; 
And O! may my meridian sun 

Glide smoothly on—set clear at eve. 





Bad Men their own Enemies.—A_ wise 
and good man is not an enemy to the __fool- 
ish and vicious, but merely wishes to per- 
suade them not to ruin themselves. He 
looks on bad men as a physician does on 
his patients, and prescribes for moral di- 
seases, as the medical men gives directions 
for the cure of corporeal complaints. 





Plan of Life.—There are some persons 
who lose all their days without any design, 
or particular object in view, and wear away 
existence with no aim and of consequence 
with no good effect. Such people have 
been aptly compared with straws on a cur- 
rent of water, which do not go but are cat- 
ried. ‘They pass their prime in fluctuating 





from one bubble to another, but at length 


|having been wafted through the straits of 


indigence, sink in the gulph of oblivion. 
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